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Mission Statement 

The Iowa Judicial Branch dedicates itself to providing independent and accessible 
forums for the fair and prompt resolution of disputes, administering 

justice under law equally to all persons. 

Court Administration 
Black Hawk County Courthouse 
316 E. 5th Street 
Waterloo, Iowa 50703 
Tel. (319) 833-3332 
Fax No. (319) 833-3270 

DISTRICT JUDGES DISTRICT ASSOCIATE 
Kellyann M. Lekar  JUDGES 
Monica L. Zrinyi Ackley Robert J. Richter 
Richard D. Stochl  Mark T. Hostager 
Michael J. Shubatt  Stephanie C. Rattenborg 
David F. Staudt  Brook K. Jacobsen 
Thomas A. Bitter  Patrick Wegman 
Andrea J. Dryer  Linnea M. Nicol 
Joel A. Dalrymple  Patrice J. Eichman 
David P. Odekirk  Michelle M. Wagner 
Linda M. Fangman  Michelle M. Jungers 
Alan T. Heavens   
Laura J. Parrish  ASSOCIATE JUVENILE 
Melissa Anderson-Seeber JUDGE 
John J. Sullivan  Thomas J. Straka 
 

 

To: Applicants, Members of the Public  

Re: Applicants and Interview Schedule for the 1B District Judge Vacancy 

Date: May 14, 2026 

 The following individuals will be interviewed by the 1B Judicial Nominating Commission for the 
position of District Judge. This vacancy was created due to the retirement of Chief Judge Kellyann Lekar. 
The Commission will meet at the Black Hawk County Courthouse, 316 E. 5th Street, Waterloo, Iowa  
50703, on Monday, May 18, 2026. 

 

10:40 Michael Hudson Application and writing samples  

11:20 Shanna Happel   Application and writing samples 

12:00 Andrew Abbott   Application and writing samples 

12:40 Break  

12:50 Brook Jacobsen  Application and writing samples 

1:30 Linnea Nicol   Application and writing samples 

2:10 Deliberations  

 

https://iowajnc.gov/media/cms/Michael_Hudson_491A222AD637E.pdf
https://iowajnc.gov/media/cms/Shanna_Happel_D72B0002FA719.pdf
https://iowajnc.gov/media/cms/Andrew_Abbott_8EFBA8EFB338A.pdf
https://iowajnc.gov/media/cms/Brook_Jacobsen_84999056FCBBB.pdf
https://iowajnc.gov/media/cms/Linnea_Nicol_2638B9E7714B2.pdf

